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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/0072 51 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



4. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

|~~| This report is based on translations from the original language into the followiug language • 

' which is the language of a translation fixmished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international ^plication as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 
pages 1—6 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 
1-7 



nos. 
nos.' 
nos- 
nos. 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets 1/2-2/2 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) rdated to sequence listing (spec^): 



□ This report has been established as if (some oQ the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Arlide 35(2) with r^ard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-7 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claiins 


1-7 


YES 




Claiins 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claiins 


1-7 


YES 




Claiins 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

This report makes reference to the following documents: 



Dl: DE 100 49 049 A (FISHER ROSEMOUNT SYSTEMS INC), 20 
December 2001 

D2: PFEIFER T ET AL : "FLEXIBLE INTEGRATION OF VARIOUS 
FIELDBUS AND SENSOR/ ACTUATOR BUS SYSTEMS INTO 
MACHINE TOOL CONTROL", MICROSYSTEM TECHNOLOGIES, 
BERLIN, DE, Vol. 3, No • 4, August 1997 (1997-08), 
pages 191-198, XP009021376, ISSN: 0946-7076 



The closest prior art is represented by DE 100 4 9 04 9 
(Dl) , which describes a data bus coupling device 
comprising 

a first connection element for a first data bus 
(f ieldbus) , 

a second connection element for a second data bus 
(profibus) different from the first bus, 
a third connection element for a third data bus (AS- 
interface) different from the first and second busses, 
and a data processing device connected to the first, 
second and third connection elements. 

Claim 1 of the application differs from Dl in that data 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/007251 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with r^aid to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

dtations and explanations supportinfi such statement 

is excheuiged between the three different data busses. 



The subject matter of claim 1 is thus novel (PCX Article 
33(2) ) . 

The present invention can be considered to address the 
problem of permitting data input and output with 
different bus systems. 

The solution to this problem, as proposed in claim 1 of 
the present application, involves an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33(3)) for the following reasons: 

None of the documents Dl and D2 suggests designing the 
connection elements and the data processing device in 
such a way as to permit data to be exchanged between the 
different bus systems. 



Claims 2-7 are dependent on claim 1 and thus also meet 
the PCT novelty and inventive step requirements. 



The subject matter of claims 1-7 is industrially 
applicable (PCT Article 33(4)). 



Consequently, claims 1-7 meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(1) to 33(4). 
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